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OMHS Offers Various Services   to Prevent Incarceration
Ocean Mental Health Services (OMHS), a long-time 
NJAMHAA member, operates several programs that 

clients’ involvement with the police. OMHS is one of 
the agencies that partners with police departments on 
the Blue HART (Heroin Addiction Recovery Treatment) 
Program (See details on page 14). In addition, OMHS 
launched three diversion programs: On Point, Mental 
Health Diversion and Veterans Diversion.

On Point Program 

OMHS recently received grants from the Community 
Foundation and the Police Foundation in Stafford 
Township/Manahawkin to continue this program. A 
clinician is available two times a week at Stafford 
Township Police Department to partner with law 

police can contact OMHS to work with individuals with 
substance use disorders, mental illness and/or domestic 
violence issues and who the police have visited multiple 
times.

“We meet people at their homes and determine what 
type of intervention would be best. We provide literally 
what each person needs, including support over the 
phone, home visits and therapy sessions,” said Kim 
Veith, LCSW, LCADC Director of Adult Clinical Services, 
OMHS. “We partner with the police department to 
develop the clients’ understanding that they’re part of 
the community and that we and the police care about 
them.”

of clients following the social work intervention. Of this 
subgroup, 59% (37 individuals) have completely ended 
police contact, according to Veith. “These 37 clients 

year, so in addition to helping the clients, we are saving 
the municipality a lot of money,” Veith said.

Mental Health and Veterans Diversion Programs
In the summer of 2014, OMHS received a grant from the 

Health and Veterans Diversion Programs were inspired 
by the passion of Renee White, Esq., MSN, RN, FN-CSA, 

an APN and one of the Assistant Prosecutors. “Renee 
litigated many cases involving people with mental 
health challenges. Along with Prosecutor Coronato, 
she is very understanding and wants to get people 
engaged in treatment. She knew there had to be a 
better way,” Veith said. 

“Those who succeeded with the court ordered 
treatment are no longer involved with the legal system. 
At the close of the intervention, charges can be 
dismissed or downgraded,” Veith added.

OMHS collaborates with Preferred Behavioral Health 
Group, which is also a NJAMHAA member, on the 
Mental Health Diversion Program. The two agencies 

who commit third- and fourth-degree (non-violent) 
crimes due to their mental illnesses. 

The Veterans Diversion Program was created under a 
law that requires other counties to replicate it. Through 

veterans who have been diagnosed with or believed 
to have a mental illness and/or substance use disorder 
and commit nonviolent crimes are provided screening, 
counseling, treatment and case management services. 

“The premise is that the veterans have served us and 
done so with great honor and valor. Their charges 
sometimes leave them with a feeling of dishonor, and 
so it is an incredible journey to walk with them as they 
use the tools provided and watch them rebuild their 

OMHS’ programs 

 
clients’ involvement 

with the police.
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lives and return to feeling honorable again,” Veith said.

“We look at each case because post-traumatic stress 
disorder could involve violent behavior,” Veith noted. 
Initially, veterans are cleared legally by the Prosecutor’s 

the veterans and their lawyers. The veteran is referred 

of assessments, including biopsychosoical, substance 
abuse and a specialized risk of reoffense evaluation. 
OMHS provides clinical clearance to the Prosecutor’s 

treatment plan. 

Many veterans need trauma treatment and have 
been participating with therapists in the OMHS 
outpatient department that practice Eye Movement 
Desensitization and Reprocessing and Brainspotting. 
For substance use and co-occurring disorders, they 
are being treated simultaneously when indicated. “The 
veterans receive intensive case management and our 
staff partners with our local VA clinic to ensure all needs 
are met,” Veith explained.

Every client works with a law enforcement mentor, who 
is a veteran, and can contact their mentor at any time. 

their counselors are not available, their mentors are 
there for them.

“One of the really positive things that came out of this 
is that now, Ocean County has a Veterans Task Force,” 
Veith said. This group consists of public and private 
service providers, the Veterans’ Administration (VA), 
the Veteran Center (a part of the VA that provides 

law enforcement entities, Division of Child Protection 
and Permanency, the county government, businesses 
and Soldier On, which has active veterans programs. 

“We are exploring locations to set up one-stop centers, 
and we will be proposing legislation and striving to 
make behavioral health centers veterans’ choices,” 
Veith said. “It’s all about access to services and building 
a stronger community.”


